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i, Heroes! 
It's amazing! The curiosity of you maniacal 
Marvelites is insatiable! Even after all these 
years of seemingly endless Soapboxing, your 
questions keep coming in faster and faster! 
And, speaking of “faster,” that leads us right 
into our first No-Prizer, 


ose Carlo Elepano of Elmhurst, NY who 1 where you | 
can't wait to find out... - bay ikea” = yo et 


"How fast, in miles per hour, does Ah, Nathan, Nathan, Nathan, truly th 
Spidey’s webbing shoot?" doest breaketh my heart! How can | an 
~ Actually, Jose Carlo, Spidey can make his thee here in public without divulging 
webbing shoot out at any speed he wants, comicdom’s greatest secrets? Whel u 
depending on how hard he presses the receiveth thy prize, then it shall all be clear 
thingamajig button on the palm of his hand. thee. As for where to buy a No-Prize, they ca 
(I ought’a get an extra No-Prize myself for one never ever be bought, oh innocent one. T 
of the millennium’s top cop-outs considering can only be won by those who are pure 
| don’t really know the answer to Jose Carlo’s heart, noble of spirit and embraced by the 
question!) arms of fate! ” 


ike Hingston of Vancouver, Canada seems Jn sunny Jacksonville, FL curiosity burns in 
determined to expose a hero's secret... Mthe breast of Richard E. Scranton... = 


AMAZING SPIDER-MAN 


With the disappearance of Mary Jane, financial ruin threatens both Peter 
Parker and Aunt May. At least he still has his income source intact — that 
is, until the master industrial saboteur known as the Ghost (from the pages 
of IRON MAN) targets Tricorp! By HOWARD MACKIE and JOHN BYRNE! 


AVENGERS: UNITED THEY STAND 


He travels the spaceways, gathering the most unique beings in the 
cosmos for his galactic menagerie. Now the Collector has his sights set 
on Earth's Mightiest Heroes! Guest-starring Captain America and the Black 
Panther! By TY TEMPLETON and DEREC AUCOIN! 


BLACK PANTHER 


With the aid of Power-Man, Misty Knight and the Falcon, Black Panther 
scours the urban underworld to stop Killmonger and Boss Morgan from 
setting Harlem ablaze! Can Panther defeat his brother, now that he's 
stronger than ever? By CHRISTOPHER PRIEST and SAL VELLUTO! 


BLADE: VAMPIRE HUNTER 


The Reaper has awakened — and is attacking Silvereye! But even the 
forces of S.H.I.E.L.D.'s elite vampire-hunting unit seem helpless against 
this undead assault! But when all seems lost, from the flames of defeat 
comes Blade! By BART SEARS and ANDY SMITH! 


CABLE 


@) 


O16 


He traveled back in time to stop the ascension of Apocalypse. But now 


G1 


Cable is left to pick up the pieces of a mission that has gone horribly m Pf 2 
wrong. And while he is forced to make some very painful decisions about “In a recent Soapbox, you said that Stan, how did you come up with the . 
the people he's allowed into his life, Nathan is. suddenly and inexplicably Irving Forbush was an imaginary great idea of the Watcher and his 
overwhelmed by the evil he’s struggled to keep in check since infancy: character and didn’t exist. But couldn't fellow Watchers? They have always 
the techno-virus! By JOE PRUETT! he be Irving Forbush by day and intrigued me." 
9 ly aay 

DEATHLOK Forbush Man by night? He may have hey've intrigued me, too, Dick, ‘cause | always 
On the hunt for Nick Fury, Deathlok goes undercover into the dangerous a secret identity that even you don't wonder what our celestial Peeping Toms 
L.A. underworld — and you'll be shocked at who he finds instead! know about! do for entertainment when they're not just 


Meanwhile, the Ringmaster's popularity grows... on the campaign trail? 
Plus: The return of the ever crazy Clown! By JOE CASEY and LEONARDO MANCO! 


EARTH X 


It's the penultimate chapter in the EARTH X saga! The Celestials return to 
Earth and face one of Marvel's classic heroes in a battle to the death! 
Meanwhile, in Asgard, Loki begs Thor, Clea and Odin — to kill him! And 
just who won the fight between Captain America and the Skull?! By JIM 
KRUEGER and JOHN PAUL LEON! 


GENERATION X 


M... Vampire Slayer?! When Monet St. Croix was pulled out of the Xavier 
School For Gifted Youngsters, she assumed that her days of action were 
over. But little did she know that her new school is stalked by a vampire! 
Now, M finds herself hunted by an immortal monster — without Generation 
X to watch her back! By JAY FAERBER and MATT SMITH! 


NEW WARRIORS 


Turbo thinks she's found the love of her life. Too bad Mr. Right is actually 
an assassin hired to kill her! Sound bad? Just wait until you see what 
happens when she finds out! Hearts will be broken — along with a couple 
of bones! By JAY FAERBER and JAMAL IGLE! 


PUNISHER 


Frank Castle has gone back to basics. Back in New York, back from the 
dead and back doing what he does best: exterminating bad guys and waging 
his personal war on crime. And just wait until you check out Frank's new 
bachelor pad — with his roommate Death! It's a gritty tale of bullet-ridden, 
gut-wrenching action as you like it! By GARTH ENNIS and STEVE DILLON! 


SPIDER-GIRL 


In this decidedly offbeat issue we present a personal look inside the mind 
of May Parker as she battles the A-Next foes known as the Soldiers Of The 
Serpent! Also, what would life be like if Jimmy Yama possessed super 
powers — and what if Courtney Duran were Spider-Girl? And if that wasn't 
enough, we finally witness the dramatic return of the Green Goblin! By TOM 
DEFALCO and PAT OLLIFFE! 


SPIDER-MAN UNIVERSE 


Introducing the monthly title that collects the best of recent Spider-Man 
action! This 80-page issue reprints three recent Spidey adventures — 
with intro pages and character bios for each tale! Like X-MEN UNIVERSE, 
this is a great catch-up point for new readers, or for those who missed 
these puppies the first time! 


BULLPEN BITS #39 


AVENGERS ASSEMBLE L 
IT'S TIME TO TAKE ON THE 
THUNDERBOLTS, THAT 
TEAM OF CRIAVNALS 
POSING AS HEROES! 


Y'know, Mike, | was hoping that nobody hangin’ around watching stuff. | dreamed 
would ever stumble upon the awesome fact the first Watcher because | wanted someone 
behind Irving Forbush’s deepest, darkest whose power could match that of Galactus, 
secret. But now that you've brought the whole but | didn’t want him to be just ano 
sordid matter out into the open, I've no choice supervillain. | figured it would be cool 
but to set the record straight. The truth is, someone who could do almost anythin: 
‘Irving Forbush and Forbush Man are real, they who was forbidden to use his poi 
both exist! It is 1, Stan Lee, who is merely a the other Watchers, they must have 
far-fetched figment of some madman’s conjured up by writers who follov 
warped imagination! | had long given up the serie 


ane : ,, | can't take the credit for them -- th 
ere’s a real ginchy one from Nathan White 1 ie iad 
WP Bot Rsul (that’s how he spelled it!), AR... Ow! would if | could! ; 


"Why do you call ita No-Prize? Why Excelsior! Z 
not just ‘Prize’ or ‘Stan-Prize?’ Who Stan Lee : 
actually buys the No-Prizes? And 
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Design by Richard Starkings and COMICRAFT/EW 


THE MAIL CONTINUES TO POUR IN, 
AND HIDDEN YEARS CONTINUES TO 
BE WHAT THE BARD CALLED A “PAL- 
PABLE HIT”! STORES ACROSS THE 
WE 


COUNTRY ARE SELLING OUT! 
ONLY HOPE ALL OF YOU WHO WANT 
TO FIND US ARE ABLE TO! NOW, THIS 
MONTH’S MERRY MISSIVES... 


Hello John, Tom, Greg, Jason and Bob! 


What can | say? You all outdid your- 
selves in your 2nd issue of X-MEN HIDDEN 
YEARS, a comic book which | now consid- 
er as my #1 read every month. The cover 
was great enough, but the splash page and 
later the shot of “Paradise” took my breath 
away; for me, it is a sign, a promise of bet- 
ter and greater things to come. Tom is 
doing fantastic things with this book and 
this has got to be the best art John has 
done lately. Everything is so well drawn 
and so intricately executed. The faces are 
well articulated. John has captured the 
look of the X-Men of this time perfectly. 

A side note though. The first few pages 
seemed to be really familiar to me. Then | 
suddenly realized that it was highly remi- 
niscent of the original X-MEN #96 drawn 
by Dave Cockrum. The issue opens with 
Cyclops silently ruminating over recent 
events while walking through a heavily foli- 
ated area. And when his emotions get the 
better of him, he goes off and trashes the 
surrounding trees. | believe that is a coin- 
cidence though, 
but | couldn't help 
but be amused by 
it nevertheless. 

You're all doing 
good work! You 
can count on me 
being around for 
the next 
issue and the next! 


Gerry Alanguilan 
gerry@alan- 
guilan.com 


John Byrne 
would be the first 
to admit he’s a 
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big, big fan of dapper Dave Cockrum’s 
work, Gerry. It would not be at all sur- 
prising to him if the opening sequence of 
#2 was, in fact, an unconscious 
“homage” to Dave’s stellar work on #96! 
John would also agree that Mr. Palmer is 
doing a spectacular job inking his pen- 
cils—though JB is inclined to think the 
“improvement” some people think they 
see in the pencils is really more a case of 
giving people what they want—i.e., the 
Hon. John back on an X-Book! 


Dear John, 


YAHOOOO!!! I've wanted to do a book 
like this for years. Not being in the busi- 
ness, of course, made that impossible. 
There is so much fertile ground to explore. 
On the other hand, if this does not take 
place in a parallel universe, you have a very 
challenging task before you. Specific 
events took place, things must end in a 
preordained order. Beast. becomes blue 
and furry. Magneto, Blob, Lorelei and Unus 
will eventually be turned into babies by 
Alpha. You get the idea. Also, not to be a 
total pain, but the X-Men are involved with 
Captain America in this time period, in one 
of the pivotal turning points of his life. 
John, you can have a lot of fun with this. 
We can easily see a few battles with 
Juggernaut, and maybe a trip or two to the 
Savage Land (please, please, please). You 
have an appreciation for the old days. | 
suppose you spoiled us with your FANTAS- 
TIC FOUR, years ago. We fans probably 
expect you to not only save the day, but to 
restore something very dear to us that may 
have been missing in one comic or anoth- 
er. We may forget that like all of us, you're 
human and entitled to change your mind 
on a project you're working on. It may not 
be a very enviable position to be in, that of 
Torchbearer for the Glory Days of Marvel. 
Well, | for one will support you, no matter 
what! John Byrne is back doing the X- 
Men. As Stan would say, the best is yet to 
come! 

Bob Gomez 
Bronx, NY 


John is only human? But—but, that’s 
not what he told us! Anyway, Bob, thanks 
for all the kind words, and, hey, don’t be 


[SS PRINTED, PLEASE LET US KNOW. 


so sure you'll never have a shot/ at a 
dream project like this! After all, as 
we’ve said, JB has been nursing a hope 
of doing just such a book as HIDDEN 
YEARS since back when he was a fan 
himself, reading those _ brilliant 
Thomas/Adams/ Palmer issues! 


Dear Hide and Seekers; 


| really like X-MEN: THE HIDDEN 
YEARS. | wish it could go past six issues. 


Brendan Walsh 
Chicago, IL 


Well, Brendan, since Big John just fin- 
ished penciling our seventh issue, we 
think we can safely say your wish will 
come true! 


Dear Jason, 


Having the X-Men return to the Savage 
Land is already allowing John to pursue 
one of the things he does best in comics: 
Create and explore new cultures. 

| haven't felt this excited since John 
took the Fantastic Four roaming in the 
Negative Zone. He managed to give us not 
only great super hero stories, but danced 
on the periphery of great science fiction as 
well. The Savage Land affords us the same 
opportunity for exploration. 

I’m wondering if we aren’t also going to 
get a few answers to some outstanding 
Byrne conundrums. | can’t help but notice 
the similarity between the “Keepers of the 
Way” and Dinah, from the Great Lakes 
Avengers, whom John created a few years 
back. We never did learn anything about 
her, but | always wondered about her and 
some Savage Land connection. Perhaps, if 
even in some small way, I'll learn some of 
her background in these very pages. 


Scot W. Myers 
swmyers@AOL.com 


A connection between Dinah Soar and 
the winged people of the Savage Land? 
Well, what can we say, Scot, except “ask 
us no questions, and we'll tell you no 
lies!” Nuff said? 


